
 

 

 
U.S.  GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE  |  KEEPING AMERICA INFORMED |  OFFICIAL |  DIGITAL |  SECURE  

732 North Capitol Street, NW, Washington, DC  20401-0001 | www.gpo.gov | www.fdsys.gov  

 
Follow GPO on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/USGPO, Twitter http://twitter.com/USGPO, Pinterest http://pinterest.com/usgpo/,  

and on YouTube http://www.youtube.com/user/gpoprinter.  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  April 21, 2015                                                                                               No. 15-11 

MEDIA CONTACT:  GARY SOMERSET   202.512.1957  |  mb  202.355.3997  |  gsomerset@gpo.gov 

GPO DIRECTOR NAMES NEW 
MEMBERS TO  

DEPOSITORY LIBRARY COUNCIL  
 
WASHINGTON – Davita Vance-Cooks, Director and CEO of the U.S. Government Publishing Office (GPO), 

announces the appointment of five new members to the Depository Library Council (DLC). The Council is 

comprised of 15 members, each of whom serves a three year term.  Council members advise the Director on 

policy matters relating to the Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP).  In addition to experience working 

in various types of libraries, the new Council members have experience with and knowledge of current 

developments in the fields of library science and government information.  With the increasing dissemination of 

information in electronic formats, these new members will help position the DLC and the FDLP for the GPO’s 

ongoing mission of Keeping America Informed. 

 

"During this time of transformation of the GPO and the Federal Depository Library Program, the work of the 

Depository Library Council is more important than ever. I am very pleased to appoint these five librarians, all 

of whom are outstanding leaders in their field, to Council and look forward to working with them. Their 

advisory role on the issues facing our Nation’s Federal depository libraries will be invaluable to me,” says 

GPO’s Director, Davita Vance-Cooks.  

 

The five new DLC members for the June 1, 2015 – May 31, 2018 term are: 

 

Melissa Bernstein is Library Director and Professor of Law at the University of Utah’s S.J. Quinney College of 

Law, a selective depository library.  She serves on the board of the Legal Information Preservation Alliance 

(LIPA), is a member of the Mountain West Digital Library Advisory Committee, and is committed to the 

preservation and dissemination of legal information.  She has expertise on issues involving digitization, print 

preservation, and access to legal information.   

 

Erin Guss is a research collections manager at the St. Louis Public Library.  Guss supervises a large depository 

collection and is passionate about customer service and sharing government information using a variety of 

creative outreach methods.  Guss has successfully sought innovative partnerships with the local business 

community and other organizations.   

 

Marianne Mason is the Federal and State Information Librarian for the University of Iowa Libraries, where 

she serves as the regional depository coordinator.  Mason is also active in numerous associations and 

organizations devoted to government documents.  The University of Iowa Libraries was one of the two Federal 

Depository Libraries of the Year in 2014.  Projects such as the university’s collaboration with GPO to create a 
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trusted digital partnership and provide access to U.S. Government posters illustrate Mason’s experience with 

digital infrastructures and her commitment to making government information accessible. 

 

Karen Russ is Research and Community Engagement Librarian/Associate Professor at the University of 

Arkansas at Little Rock’s Ottenheimer Library.  Russ is known throughout the state and region for her 

leadership in marketing FDLP services, and for her scholarship and presentations on government information.  

Russ has also worked closely with GPO as an advisor for Ben’s Guide to Government Information.  Her receipt 

of multiple awards from the Arkansas Library Association reflects her standing in the government information 

community. The University of Arkansas at Little Rock’s Ottenheimer Library was also one of the two Federal 

Depository Libraries of the Year in 2014. 

 

James Shaw is the Government Documents Librarian and Professor at the University of Nebraska at Omaha.  

Professor Shaw has extensive experience with government information reference, instruction, and collection 

development, having worked in the field for more than 20 years.  He is also an accomplished author and 

academic, having published and presented widely.  Professor Shaw has received numerous awards, including 

the Distinguished Service Award from the Nebraska Library Association’s College and University Section.   

 

GPO is the Federal Government’s official, digital, secure resource for producing, procuring, cataloging, 

indexing, authenticating, disseminating, and preserving the official information products of the U.S. 

Government. The GPO is responsible for the production and distribution of information products and services 

for all three branches of the Federal Government, including U.S. passports for the Department of State as well 

as the official publications of Congress, the White House, and other Federal agencies in digital and print 

formats. GPO provides for permanent public access to Federal Government information at no charge through 

our Federal Digital System (www.fdsys.gov), partnerships with approximately 1,200 libraries nationwide 

participating in the Federal Depository Library Program, and our secure online bookstore. For more 

information, please visit www.gpo.gov . 
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